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Episode 1 – Pilot (April 16, 2020) 

Scott: Hello and welcome to the pilot episode of Ceres Learns at Home.  I hope all our listeners are 

healthy and finding ways to safely enjoy the sunny weather during what would have been our spring 

break in the Ceres Unified School District.  I am pleased to welcome my guest today, CUSD 

Communications Specialist, Beth Parker Jimenez.  Beth, what can you tell us about the purpose of this 

podcast, and how listeners can participate? 

Beth: Hi Scott, and hello listeners. Thank you for tuning in to this pilot episode of “Ceres Learns at 

Home.”  If you’re listening to this podcast, chances are you are, in some way impacted by school 

closures that are the result of stay-at-home orders to help minimize the spread of COVID-19 in our 

community.  We know our students, families and staff have lots of questions about what to expect for 

the rest of this school year, what next year might look like, and how things like graduations for our Class 

of 2020 are being handled.  Over the next 8 weeks, this podcast will address those topics and others 

through a Q&A format with district leaders in Educational Services, Child Nutrition, Technology, Student 

Services, and other key areas. 

Scott: So Beth, Ceres Unified is already communicating with stakeholders in a variety of ways: 

 We have a dedicated webpage and a Frequently Asked Quations page for information on 

COVID-19 and school closures, and those are updated regularly; 

 

 We use ParentSquare to send information directly to staff and families; 

 

 And we’re on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter; 

So why a podcast?  What’s the advantage of using this medium to communicate with CUSD students, 

families, and staff? 

Beth: Scott, as you know, engaging with stakeholders through clear, consistent communication is a 

priority for Ceres Unified.  It’s a part of our Strategic Plan approved by the Board of Trustees, it’s 

something you support and encourage … and all of those mediums you mentioned are a part of CUSD’s 

overall communication plan.  What’s different about a podcast is that it allows our listeners to drive the 

content.  I mentioned earlier all of the questions people are likely to have with regard to school closures, 

and the Ceres Learns at Home podcast provides a forum for our stakeholders to ask the things that are 

on their minds and hear answers directly from district leaders who are making decisions as we navigate 

this new reality.  Most importantly, we want our listeners to know that, even though the world seems 

different right now, we haven’t gone anywhere.  The teachers, Child Nutrition staff, secretaries, 

custodians, principals – everyone involved in meeting students’ needs while schools are open – all of us 

are still doing all we can to ensure that students continue to have access to quality instruction, regular 

nutrition, mental health services, all of the other things schools provide, even if the way we deliver 

those services looks a little different right now.  “In this together,” is not just a cute hashtag.   

Scott: That’s true, Beth, and certainly that message never resonates more than it does now when we’re 

working from home and we’re separated from our students and families, and our core purpose – 

preparing students academically to reach their full potential – is happening remotely through the use of 



technology.  And speaking of technology, one of the things I have come to appreciate more than ever 

about this district is that we’re in our fifth year of being 1:World, which means every CUSD student 

received a Chromebook at the beginning of the school year.  We’ll talk more about that and the 

technology tools and resources we’re using for distance learning during our episode on Technology 

coming on April 30th.  In the meantime, if someone that’s listening right now wants to submit a 

question for me or another member of our district leadership team, what’s the best way to go about 

that, and what are some of the other topics this podcast will touch on?  

Beth: Sure, listeners can email questions for the podcast to communications@ceres.k12.ca.us. They can 

also visit our podcast page for a schedule of upcoming topics, and submit a question there. The email 

address and page link are both in the episode description.  We’re going to start off next week with guest 

speaker Dr. Amy Peterman, the Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services who, with her team, is 

leading the distance learning charge for the Ceres Unified School District. 

Scott: That timing is perfect because beginning Monday, after this week’s spring break, we’re entering 

the second phase of our distance learning.  Now, there’s going to be a third phase and even a fourth 

phase coming later, and we’ll deal more with those in coming weeks. 

Beth: Another topic that I know is on our families’ hearts and minds is what is happening for our Class of 

2020?  As the parent of a graduating senior, in my household we’ve had many conversations about what 

to expect, ways we may be able to celebrate this graduating class if large group gatherings are still not 

permitted by early June.  I know that we’ll have a podcast episode devoted to discussing issues specific 

to seniors, but is there anything you can share now with families who may be listening and wondering 

what the immediate future holds for these students? 

Scott: Yes, and first, let me say that my heart is with our Class of 2020 and their families.  I have a 

daughter graduating college this year who has already received word from her college that graduation 

ceremonies are postponed and possibly canceled, and she will not walk the stage to receive her 

diploma.  That’s pretty devastating.  While we are trying our best to focus on the many things we have 

to be grateful for amidst this pandemic, I fully understand the uncertainty and sense of loss our seniors 

and their families are feeling.  In the coming weeks, we will be making announcements on how we 

intend to handle graduation ceremonies.  We don’t know what restrictions will be lifted, and what 

restrictions will still be in place through that time period. 

So that’s a wrap for the Pilot episode of “Ceres Learns at Home.”  Thank you, Beth, for being here and 

thank you listeners for tuning in.  Please remember to send your podcast questions to 

communications@ceres.k12.ca.us., and join us Thursday, April 23rd for Episode 2 – Distance Learning, 

with Dr. Amy Peterman. 

mailto:communications@ceres.k12.ca.us
https://www.ceres.k12.ca.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=5439732&pageId=47806105
mailto:communications@ceres.k12.ca.us

